
Maidstone 3rd XV 38 vs. Ashford 3rd XV 19

The Mote, Saturday 15th September 2012

Could you ask for a more perfect day to play rugby? On a hot and clear September day it would have 
been easy to believe that this game was being played mid-July. Perhaps the only drawback on these 
otherwise glorious conditions was that the solid ground was going to provide a lot of grazed shins 
and knees for both sides.

In their first outing of the season, Maidstone entertained a mixture of Ashford 2’s and 3’s in this 
pre-season friendly in preparation for the League kick-off next week. With several new faces in 
a group that had not played together much, it was going to be the simple things done right that 
would provide a base for the free flowing rugby that Maidstone is fully capable of. A good mixture of 
experience and youth promised to deliver much – and they did not disappoint. 

Ashford kicked off and Maidstone showed from the start that they were up for this game. Excellent 
ball retention and driving play from the forwards kept the ball with Maidstone and gave the backs 
plenty of early opportunities to run at the Ashford defence. Ashford were clearly rattled by this 
blistering start and it was Dave Charlton, marshalling the backs from No.10, that made a break 
through the Ashford 10/12 channel, passed the ball to the centres, where Justin Evans fed the ball to 
David Ruaux on the wing to round his opposite number, beat the Ashford full-back and score just to 
the left of the posts. The simple conversion followed for Dave Charlton. Less than ten minutes gone: 
Maidstone 7 Ashford 0. 

Ashford were still shaken at the re-start and the kick-off went straight into touch. From the following 
scrum, Maidstone kept things nice and tight. With the forwards still dominating the breakdown, the 
backs had an excellent platform on which to play, and again it was Dave Charlton, with an excellent 
dummy and sidestep that broke the Ashford line. With the Ashford defence bearing down, again 
it was the simple things that were working so well. Dave Charlton fixed his man for an easy 2 on 1, 
with David Ruaux on hand for the pass and then to beat the Ashford fullback for pace to score in the 
corner for his second try in the opening period. A difficult conversion unlucky missed by Charlton, 
but fifteen minutes in and Maidstone were leading 12-0. 

Ashford could not deal with the attacking potential of the Maidstone backline as they were getting 
pulled all over the park. Maidstone’s sheer pace and strength and speed of ball through the hands 
lead to space appearing on both sides of the pitch. But again it was a break down the left wing 
that brought Maidstone’s next score. With Ian Howsen making the break coming into the line from 
fullback, he shipped the ball to David Ruaux who took the ball up to the Ashford 5-metre line before 
an excellent last-ditch tackle from the Ashford 15. This tackle proved in vain though as a quickly re-
cycled ball brought the touchdown in the corner for the Maidstone 13, Justin Evans. 

Maidstone kept things controlled and Ashford were prevented from offering any real pressure on 
the Maidstone line. It wasn’t long before Maidstone scored their fourth try of the half with Justin 
Evans going over for his second with Dave Charlton on target for the extras.

With half time fast approaching, Ashford seemed as though it could not come soon enough, 
however Maidstone were flying high now and were not in the mood to let off the gas. A further 
flurry into the Ashford 22 saw Ashford penalised for an infringement. Maidstone decided to run 



the resulting penalty with a tap and go. The ball was quickly moved to Gary Whitehead who mazed 
his way through the Ashford defence and touched down under the posts. With the conversion, the 
halftime score was Maidstone 31, Ashford 0.

Halftime brought a number of changes, most notably a 3rd Team debut on the wing for former 
Maidstone 5th Team player, David Baker. 

With so many changes as well as the blistering heat, it was even more important that Maidstone 
keep things simple in the second half to keep Ashford at bay.  

Maidstone, kicking off the second half, continued to exert pressure on an Ashford team that clearly 
had their own plans for the second half.  Ashford started to put in some strong tackles and offensive 
play of their own, something Maidstone had barely seen in the first half. 

However, Maidstone continued to make line breaks and create overlaps, but it was the decisions at 
the final pass that stopped Maidstone from adding further to their tally. This made the game a little 
bit scrappy as for the first time; mistakes crept into Maidstone’s game.

It was then from one of these mistakes that Ashford got on the scoreboard. An Ashford scrum 
from a Maidstone knock-on in the centre of the park saw the ball picked up by the Ashford 8. Then 
a series of missed tackles allowed the ball to get to the Ashford 11, who was now playing in the 
centres to touchdown close to the posts for an easy conversion. 

From the re-start it was Ashford that began to exert pressure. Although the game was now being 
played largely in the centre of the park, Ashford kept the ball well in the forwards and started to 
move slowly up the pitch. 

As Maidstone began to tire, it was again missed tackles that was to be their undoing. With a back 
line break of their own, Ashford were nearly through but for Jamal Augusto appearing to put in a 
great tackle only for the big Ashford 6 to pick the ball up and force his way over the line. A missed 
conversion, but now it was Maidstone that were rattled. The score: 31-12. 

Maidstone needed something quickly and it was the experience that came to the fore. When 
Ashford were in possession it was strong tackling from the forwards, particularly Ed Adams and 
Nathan Fitzpatrick and well drilled containing play from the backline that meant Ashford had 
nowhere to go. When Maidstone had the ball good leadership from Captain Tuggy and Dave 
Charlton meant another Maidstone score was always possible. 

But it was Ashford that were to get the next points, albeit against the run of play. A clearing kick 
by Ashford ended up deep in the Maidstone 22, and due to a lack of returning support players, 
Maidstone were penalised for holding on. Even though the Maidstone defence were given the 
opportunity to setup, the Ashford 9, taking the tap and go, sold a dummy and scored under the 
posts. Three scores for Ashford within thirty minutes and the game was back on. Maidstone’s lead 
now reduced to 12 points and ten minutes still to play.

Maidstone needed to maintain a cool head to see out the game, and they continued to exert good 
pressure. With Ian Howsen creating an outside overlap, good interplay between David Baker and 
David Ruaux found the Ashford defence floundering. After another quick re-cycled ball, this ended 



up with Gary Whitehead to score by the posts for his second and Maidstone’s sixth try of the 
afternoon. Maidstone’s victory now ensured with a score line: 38-19 

In this game Maidstone showed some sublime attacking flair and for the most part, solid defence. 
The heat clearly began to affect both sides during the second half, but overall there are strong signs 
that Maidstone has the foundation for a superb league campaign. 

This week’s MOTM performance goes Adrian Clarke for playing out of position at 2nd row, giving 
100% and showing that all that pre-season training with the senior squad and his son paid off!

 

Squad:

Oli Coomber: Nathan Fitzpatrick: Ross Laign: Adrian Clarke: Richard Ewence: Gary Whitehead: Ed 
Adams: Wilky: Tuggy: Dave Charlton: Dan Heesman: Alan McCabe: Justin Evans: David Ruaux: Ian 
Howsen: Alex Goode: Paul Murphy: David Baker: Keith Nelist: Dave Jackson: Jamal Augusto:  


