
Vets Match Report 
 
26/10/2019 
 
Deal & Betteshanger III vs Maidstone Vets   
 
League Game 
 
HT 19 - 12 
 
FT 24 – 17 
 
Match report ;    
 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 
 
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 
 
it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, 
 
it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, 
 
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair ! 
 
Thus a merry band of 13 vets set out traveling round a couple of cities to fulfil a 3rd 
team league fixture and in doing so, ran the gamut of emotions referenced by Mr 
Dickens. 
 
Providing the 1st and 2nd team with players meant traveling to the outback without 
our props and thus knowing that a significant part of vets strength would be 
curtailed.  
 
New RFU rules ensure a ‘game on’ approach irrespective of numbers or front row 
contest, however, as this may work with evenly matched team, when a bunch of old 
timers take on a youthful league team you need make the most of your strengths. 
 
Luckily with the help of D&B old boy Dave Storrie & skipper Jason, volunteers were 
found within their ranks to ensure a full blooded contest was played out. A great 
credit to themselves and our game. 
 
So D&B volunteer old boy Gary and 1st time prop Taylor were given a crash course 
in vets forward play and were joined by Joe on the wing and young Ryan on the 
flanker (in the 2nd half.) 
 
Playing on the D&B 1st team pitch, an unusually wide pitch set in a picturesque 
urban setting, with a large appreciative crowd looking on in blustery damp conditions. 
Ideal rugby weather! 
 
The vets kicked off having lost the toss and immediately settle into the task at 
hand.  With new faces and varying styles, a settling in period was going to be 



needed to gel. In this time D&B took advantage to open the scoring and it looked like 
the vets were going to be in for a long afternoon. 
 
However captain on the pitch Gary Whitehead was having none of it, cajoling, 
inspiring, raging, this tower of strength marshalled the forwards along with the old 
wise heads, Chris May and Mick Walker, to drive the team time and again as every 
yard gained was hard fought, dominating possession and territory. 
 
From just in the opposition 22 Gary feigned to pass and drove / hobbled through, 
swatting the opposition, to touch down with three D&B players grimly hanging on in a 
vain.( Walker Conversion) 
 
Following the restart the action ebbed and flowed round the centre with D&B making 
the post of a dubious penalty to work the ball out wide and score. 
 
Undeterred the Vets were straight down the other end and following a sustained 
period of pressure the ball was eventually turned over and a young pacey D&B back 
using the full width of the pitch ran round and pretty much full length of the pitch to 
score under the posts. 
 
Heads up and spurred on by the old/ experienced heads, the Vets playing to their 
strengths fight on and a sustained period of pressure sees an attempted D&B 
clearance charged down with Chris May eventually powering over to score.   
 
HT 19-12 
 
2nd half changes made but more of the same with the experienced Vets continually 
taking the game to D&B only for the young runners keeping the pressure at bay. 
Once again a young flyer breaking through to run the length of the pitch to score. 
 
Still making all the running the Vets break through with make shift centre Mike Gillies 
powering through numerous tackles in the 22 and managing to roll the right way to 
touch down for a great try. 
 
With only a score down, the Vets pile on relentless pressure only for D&B to hold 
out, on occasions desperately and on one occasion illegally, leading to a yellow in 
the final moments of the game. 
 
Unfortunately no time to take advantage as D&B see out the game with the gallery 
impressed with the spectacle and cheering on the Vets for the battling performance. 
 
FT 24-17 
 
Tries 
 
Gary Whitehead - con Mick Walker 
 
Chris May 
 
Mike Gillies 



 
Match award. 
 
Man of the Match : Mike Gillies, a fantastic ball carrying, dynamic performance. 
Credit to Messrs Whitehead, May & Walker for their collective control of this 
makeshift Vets team.   
 
Tw@t of the day 
 
It was going to be Simon Wright for his slip and trip in front of the baying gallery as 
he was trying to admonish the yellow card recipient. 
 
But it has to go to Mark Ingram who decided to venture out on his racing motorbike 
(to save fuel & his Porsche) having first checked the weather forecast (presumably 
for the Sahara). Thereby having to ride home in torrential rain, just about making it 
home in one piece soaking wet and too cold to hold the bike up…….. dropping it on 
said Porsche in the garage!! 
 
Finally, many thanks D&B for their generous hospitality ( 3 jugs, great food, not 
forgetting lending us four players, their skipper who came into our changing room to 
apologise for his yellow) and lastly but by no means least the hardy 12 Vets who 
made the long journey south and contributed to a great game.    
 
Team; 
 
01 D&B Gary (no beard, old boy, about 10 stone ) 
 
02 Mark Ingram 
 
03 D&B Taylor (beard & 1st time propping) 
 
04 Nigel Maddaford   
 
05 Chris May 1st half / Gary Griffiths 2nd half 
 
06 Colin Frost 
 
07 Gary Griffiths 1st half / D&B Ryan (not started shaving yet) 
 
08 Simon Wright 1st half / Chris May 2nd half 
 
09 Gary Whitehead (Captain) 
 
10 Mick Walker 
 
11 Anthony Round ( out on day release) 
 
12 Mike Gillies 
 
13 Richard Cutbill 



 
14 D&B Joe (beard and lead foot) 
 
15 Paul Hodges 
 
16 Karim Neseyif (unused sub) 
 


